Intraoperative adjuncts for parathyroid surgery.
In recent years, parathyroid surgery has evolved from traditional bilateral neck exploration to minimal invasive parathyroidectomy. This trend became possible due to preoperative localization imaging that guides the surgeon in the search for a parathyroid adenoma. Intraoperative adjuncts are complementary to preoperative localization and assist in localizing parathyroid glands, confirming parathyroid tissue and establishing a cure. Institutions and surgeons utilize different intraoperative adjuncts in different protocols with varying results. The purpose of this article is to review the available intraoperative adjuncts to parathyroid surgery and critically evaluate their utility, accuracy and their added value to the surgeon.